


California Water Quality Monitoring Council
Data Management Workgroup meeting notes
August 6, 2014, 1:00-4:00 pm
CalEPA Headquarters Sacramento, Conference Room 230

Attendees:
Steve Steinberg (SCCWRP), Chair
Jeff Kapellas (Water Boards), Notetaker
Mark Emmerson (Water Boards)
Karen Beardsley (UC Davis ICE)
Tony Hale (SFEI)
George Isaac (Delta Stewardship Council)
Cristina Grosso (SFEI)	
Rich Juricich (Water Resources)
Kris Jones (Water Resources)
Rose Harrelson  (Water Resource)
Jon Marshack (Water  Boards)
Nancy Miller (Water Resources)
Dave Osti (34North)

1. Introductions

2.   Workgroup membership and structure
With the recent resignation of David Harris from the group, the Workgroup is has an open co-chair position. In addition, there is a desire and need to broaden the scope of representation on the group. Recommended individuals/organizations to be invited to join the workgroup: 
· Steve Goldman (Wildlife)
· Stefani Fong (Wildlife)
· Nature Conservancy
· Ducks Unlimited, developing a species database
· Melissa Morris (Water Boards SWAMP data and QC unit)
· Water Foundation – developing a water stressor index
· Moss Landing 


For the Ocean portal, the workgroup should proactively engage with the portal developers so that make sure that they leverage work we’ve already done. Kris Jones will be part of the group. 

The recent Wetlands workgroup meeting included some discussions of the portals. The workgroup has developed a number of assessment tools which have existing web presences. Jon Marshack suggested that we find a way to enable the Wetland portal a way to direct traffic to those tools. That will change the target audience of the portal from just the public towards a more expert audience. It also raises the issues of needing to restructure the format of the portals. Both the DRINC portal and the Estuary Portal’s OpenNRM provide templates for designing responsive content management systems which could provide the basis for the new portal structure.



As Web Design Subcommittee was proposed. Potential members include: Dave Osti, Larry Cooper, Gale Lampenen, Mark Emmerson (chair), Jeff Kapellas, Steve Barnett. The subcommittee would be tasked to:
· devise recommendations for web design of portals: templates, platform interoperability, data download formats, ease of updates, etc.
· Revise portal design guidance. 
· Reconcile recommendations with inventory of current systems. 
· Can address the use of iframes and distributed content.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Nominations for co-chair: no nominations made. Make nominations and set the stage for a vote for the October meeting.


3. Subcommittee Updates

Portal Subcommittee: 
The group was tasked to make listing of all data, frameworks and services used in all of the water quality portals. This has been completed for all extant portals except Estuaries. This document has been shared between Subcommittee members via a Google Document, but we can now post it to the DMWG portal site. Mark Emmerson can provide information for the Drinking Water Portal. 

Data Standards:
Have not met since last meeting, but have developed the survey cataloging the information standards used in each of the portals. Kris Jones met with the Estuary group, but the survey was not ready at the time. Will try to present the survey to the Healthy Streams workgroup’s August meeting. Tony may also present the survey at the Wetlands workgroup meeting (11/4).

4. Work Plan Development
Nancy Miller developed a template of workgroup plans and goals as outlined in the Workgroup charter. Nancy will send the document to workgroup members to review and provide feedback by 9/30. A revised draft will be presented at the October meeting and adopted at the December meeting. The final document should include the types of products to be developed from each of the goals and will be used to evaluate the workgroup progress in the coming year. Jon Marshack suggested that the final work plan take into consideration the white paper recommendations from the Delta Data Summit meeting. The DWMG might not be able to review the final white paper until December, but the general concepts and recommendations could be in place before then. The Delta Data white paper will be presented at the December 10 Monitoring Council meeting.

5. Communication Tools
Nancy gave Steve Steinberg training on the use of DWR’s Liferay web collaboration system (http://wqdata.water.ca.gov) and Steve is now an administrator. Steve will set up accounts for all active members.  This is board for internal use and review of internal documents. Final published documents will be posted on the workgroup webpage. Jeff will send list of recently active DMWG participants to Steve. 

6. Next meeting: Wednesday, October 8, 2014, 1:00-4:00 @ CalEPA Conference Room 230
Potential agenda items:
     D. Osti, presentation on estuary portal (45 mins)
     Portal improvements report
     Estuary workgroup (Stephanie Fong) presentation
     Work plan review
     Co-chair and notetaker selection
    



